
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



March 19, 1897 



288 



until the beginning of cold weather, when it broke out in the cities of 
Tokyo and Osaka violently, and, more or less, excepting a few prov- 
inces only, throughout the whole country. The epidemic is still in 
progress, and is the most severe that has been known for many years. 
It is my opinion that the present revival of smallpox is chiefly to be 
ascribed to a deterioration of the virus used for vaccination during late 
years under a mistaken system, which transferred the vaccine establish- 
ments from the sanitary department of the Government to private 
hands, an error now repaired. 

In August began a very severe and general epidemic of the dysentery 
which has for some years occurred annually to a greater or less extent. 
This continuing during the months of August, September, October, and 
November, only entirely disappeared at the end of the year, after spread- 
ing over nearly the whole empire and causing the death of some 18,000 
people. 

Plague, to an unknown but probably rather limited extent, was pres- 
ent in Formosa throughout the summer and autumn, and its importation 
to Japan proper, either from that island or from China, was only pre- 
vented by a most rigorous employment of sanitary precautions. 

The deaths from infectious diseases during 1896 have not been reported 
with invariable regularity, as regards certain localities. I am, however, 
from all the material at my disposal, enabled to give the approximate 
death rate for the three diseases of which returns exist, as follows. 
Cholera, 42.2 per cent,; dysentery, 26.7 per cent; smallpox, 45 per cent. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. M. S. 

[Inclosure.] 

Preliminary report of infectious diseases in Japan during 1896. 

Cholera — cases, 344; deaths, 92. Dysentery — cases, 68,368; deaths, 
17,921. Smallpox— cases, 5,537 ; deaths, 1,824. 

Infectious diseases in districts of principal ports, June to December, 1896. 
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Report of infectious diseases. 

Yokohama, February 24., 1897. 

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith my regular report of 
infectious diseases in Japan for period February 5 to February 22, 
inclusive. 

I regret to say that the returns show that the smallpox epidemic as 
regards the country at large is still increasing and invading new terri- 
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tory. On the other hand there is a decided diminution in the daily 
number of cases in the ports of Kobe and Yokohama, which more 
immediately concern us. This is shown for the latter place in the 
accompanying special report. 

I would call your attention to the occurrence of 2 cases of plague in 
Formosa. There is much reason to fear that this disease is lying perdu 
in the island, where all conditions highly favor its development, ready 
to break out epidemically with the return of warmer weather. Should 
such outbreak occur the Japanese, all things considered, will be very 
fortunate if they succeed in barring its entrance to the ports of Japan 
proper. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. $. 

Report of smallpox in Japan from February 5 to February 2$, 1897. 



Locality. 



Kioto Fu , 

Osaka Fii 

Tokyo Fu 

Alchi Ken 

AkitaKen 

Awomori Ken 

Chiba Ken 

Fukui Ken 

Pukuoka Ken 

Fukushima Ken 

GifuKen 

Gumma Ken 

HiogoKen 

Hiroshima Ken 

Ibaraki Ken 

Ishikawa Ken 

Iwate Ken 

Kagawa Ken , 

Kagoshima Ken 

Kanagawa Ken (Yokohama).. 

Kochi Ken 

Kumamoto Ken 

Miyagi Ken '. 

Miyazaki Ken 

Miye Ken , 



Smallpox. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 1 


85 


24 


2,331 


972 


1,741 


250 


26 


1 


3 


1 


564 


102 


31 


8 


166 


58 


39 


4 


14 


3 


20 


3 


179 


69 


60 


24 


288 


49 


6 


1 


2 


2 


18 


7 


17 


4 


254 


63 


CO 


8 


2 


3 


187 


50 


45 


3 


58 


12 



Locality. 



Smallpox. 



Nagano Ken 

Nagasaki Ken 

Nara Ken 

Niigata Ken 

Oita Ken 

Okayama Ken 

Okinawa Ken 

Saga Ken 

Saitama Ken 

Shidzuoka Ken 

Shiga Ken 

Shimane Ken 

Tochitri Ken 

Tokushima Ken 

Tottori Ken 

ToyamaKen 

Wakayama Ken 

Yamagata Ken 

YamaguchiKen 

Yamanashi Ken 

Yehime Ken 

The Hokkaido 

Taiwan (Formosa).. 



Cases. Deaths. 



Totals 8,676 



63 
127 
30 
13 
799 
45 
25 
1 




16 

19 

21 

3 

136 

12 

7 

1 



35 

2 



5 

1 

5 

17 



Stuart Eldeidge, 
Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. S. 

[Inclosure No. 2.] 
Report of smallpox in Yokohama and suburbs, February 5 to February 22, 1897. 
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